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SUBJ: UNGA - SPEECH OF SWEDISH PRIME MINISTER OLOF PALME, 

NOV 11, 1975 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

SUMMARY: PRIME MINISTER PALME'S SPEECH TO THE UNGA WAS 
LARGELY A RESTATEMENT OF FAMILIAR SWEDISH VIEWS ON A 
RANGE OF INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL, ECONOMIC AND DISARMAMENT 
ISSUES. HE CALLED FOR EFFECTIVE STEPS BY THE UN TOWARD 
ACHIEVING EQUALITY AND FREEDOM IN SOUTHERN AFRICA, 

DEPLORING IN THIS CONNECTION THE DIVISIVE EFFECT OE THE 
RESOLUTION EQUATING ZIONISM WITH RACISM; EXPRESSED SWEDISH 
CONCERN WITH THE "PROEOUNDLY UNJUST DISTRIBUTION OF THE 
RICHES OF THE WORLD ’ AND REAFFIRMED SWEDEN'S PLEDGE TO 
SUPPORT "A NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER"; ACKNOWLEDGED 
THE POLITICAL COMMITMENT OE THE RICH COUNTRIES DURING THE 
7TH SPECIAL SESSION TO EEFECT CHANGE AND CALLED EOR CONCRETE 
EVIDENCE NOW OF THEIR READINESS "TO PUT PROMISES INTO 
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PRACTICE '; AND CALLED EOR A NEW POLITICAL MOMENTUM, 
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BASED ON MUTUAL CONFIDENCE, FOR PROGRESS IN DISARMAMENT 
WHICH HE LINKED WITH THE QUEST FOR A NEW ECONOMIC ORDER 
THROUGH THE RELEASE OF HUMAN, MATERIAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL 
RESOURCES WHICH HE SAID DISARMAMENT WOULD MAKE POSSIBLE. 

END UNCLASSIFIED 

BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

1. PRIME MINISTER PALME'S SPEECH TO THE UNGA TODAY WAS 
LARGELY A RESTATEMENT OF FAMILIAR SWEDISH VIEWS ON 

A RANGE OF ISSUES, WITH PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ON CURRENT 
PROBLEMS IN THE INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC AND DISARMAMENT 
FIELDS WHICH HE LINKED. 

2. ADDRESSING THE PROCESS OF DECOLONIZATION WHICH HAS OCCURRED 
OVER THE PAST 30 YEARS, INCLUDING THE "DISSOLUTION OF THE 
PORTUGUESE EMPIRE ', HE WELCOMED ANGOLA AS A NEW NATION 

AND CALLED FOR THE REJECTION OF "ANY FOREIGN ASPIRATIONS TO 
LIMIT THE RIGHT OF THE ANGOLAN PEOPLE TO DECIDE THEMSELVES 
ON THEIR FUTURE." HE CALLED ON THE UNITED NATIONS TO 
TAKE EFFECTIVE STEPS TO HELP THE POPULATION IN SOUTH AFRICA, 
NAMIBIA, AND SOUTHERN RHODESIA TO ACHIEVE EQUALITY AND 
FREEDOM. BECAUSE THE FIGHT AGAINST APARTHEID AND RACIAL 
DISCRIMINATION IS SO IMPORTANT, HE SAID, IT WAS MOST UNFORTUNATE 
THAT HE DIVISIVE ISSUE OF EQUATING ZIONISM WITH RACISM 
HAS BEEN INTRODUCED. HE RESERVED SINGULAR PRAISE FOR THE 
'EPIC STRUGGLE " OF THE PEOPLE OF VIETNAM WHICH HE DESCRIBED 
AS A SYMBOL THAT THE WILL OF PEOPLES DETERMINES THE COURSE 
OF HISTORY AND THAT THE IDEALS OF LIBERATION AND SELF- 
DETERMINATION WILL PREVAIL. "OUR VIEW" OF THE WORLD, HE 
SAID, OWES MUCH TO THE PEOPLE OF VIETNAM, WHO HAVE FULFILLED 
THEIR DREAM OF INDEPENDENCE AFTER ONE OF HISTORY'S LONGEST 
AND "MOST SINGULARLY CRUEL WARS." HE ADDED THE OBSERVATION 
THAT IT IS "AGAINST THE WILL OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 
TO PREVENT THE TWO STATES OF VIETNAM TO TAKE THEIR RIGHTFUL 
PLACE IN THE UNITED NATIONS." THIS VISION OF THE UN'S 
UNIVERSALITY WAS UNQUALIFIED BY ANY APPARENT CONCERN OVER 
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY'S FAILURE TO CONSIDER SOUTH 
KOREA'S ADMISSION TO MEMBERSHIP FOR HE MADE NO MENTION OF IT. 
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3. POLITICAL INDEPENDENCE, HE INDICATED, BECOMES ALMOST 
ILLUSORY FOR ANY NEW STATE IF IT IS NOT COUPLED WITH THE 
RIGHT TO INFLUENCE AND DIRECT ITS ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT AS WELL. UNEQUAL ECONOMIC RELATIONS REMAIN, 

HE ASSERTED, LEADING TO A PROFOUND UNJUST DISTRIBUTION OF 
THE RICHES OF THE WORLD. THUS, HE SAID, THE DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES ARE "FULLY JUSTIFIED " IN DEMANDING WITH 
INCREASING INSISTENCE CHANGES IN THE INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


AND SUBSTANTIALLY INCREASED AID FROM THE RICH WORLD. 

HE RECOGNIZED THAT THE TASK OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN THE 
POOR NATIONS IS ESSENTIALLY THEIR OWN RESPONSIBILITY AND 
THAT REFORMS IN THE INTERNATIONAL ORDER WILL BE MEANINGLESS 
AND OETEN IMPOSSIBLE TO ATTAIN WITHOUT CORRESPONDING REEORM 
IN THE "NATIONAL ORDERS." IN THIS CONNECTION, HE REAFFIRMED 
SWEDEN'S PLEDGE IN SUPPORT OF "A NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC 
ORDER." HE RECALLED THE POLITICAL COMMITMENT ON THE PART OF 
THE RICH COUNTRIES DURING THE 7TH SPECIAL SESSION TO EFFECT 
REAL CHANGE AND SAID THAT WHAT WE NEED NOW IS CONCRETE 
EVIDENCE OF THEIR READINESS TO PUT PROMISES INTO PRACTICE. 

4. MORE SPECIFICALLY, HE ANNOUNCED SWEDEN'S PLEDGE TO 
CONTINUE ITS LEVEL OF OFFICIAL DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE 

AT THE TARGET RATE OF 0.7 PERCENT; TO COOPERATE IN NEGOTIATIONS 
ON INDIVIDUAL COMMODITIES IN INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND ON 
AN INTEGRATED PROGRAM TO STABILIZE COMMODITY MARKETS; 

TO PROPOSE ARRANGEMENTS THAT COMPENSATE FOR FLUCTUATIONS 
IN THE RAW MATERIAL EXPORT INCOMES OF THE DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES; AND TO ADVOCATE A GREATER ROLE FOR THE DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES PARTICULARLY IN THE INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL 
INSTITUTIONS. 

5. PALME THEN WENT ON TO DISCUSS THE NEED TO REORIENT 

THE IMMENSE AND GROWING TECHNOLOGICAL CAPACITIES OF THE WORLD IN 
ORDER TO FULFILL BASIC HUMAN NEEDS. HE DEPLORED THE PRIORITIES 
OF A WORLD ORDER WHICH PERMITTED THE ANNUAL EXPENDITURE 
OF APPROXIMATELY $300 BILLION ON ARMAMENTS. HE ATTRIBUTED 
THE FAILURE IN FINDING A SOLUTION TO THE DEADLOCK IN 
DISARMAMENT TO THE "CLIMATE OF DISTRUST" BETWEEN NATIONS. 

DETENTE AND THE "TIDE OF DEMOCRATIZATION " OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNITY, HE SAID, GIVE RISE TO THE EXPECTATION THAT IT WILL 
PROVE POSSIBLE TO CURB THE NCUEAR ARMS RACE AND URGED 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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MOBILIZATION OF A NEW POLITICAL MOMENTUM FOR PROGRESS IN 
DISARMAMENT. 

6. HE THEN LINKED THE QUEST FOR A NEW ECONOMIC ORDER 

WITH THAT OF DISARMAMENT BY POINTING OUT THAT THE RESOURCES 
SPENT ON ARMAMENTS REPRESENT AN IMMENSE POTENTIAL SOURCE 
FOR DEVELOPMENT. WHAT IS NEEDED NOW, HE SAID, IS A WORLD-WIDE 
RECOGNITION OF THIS INTERCONNECTION. 

7. FINALLY, EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE UNITED NATIONS, 

HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE ORGANIZATION SOMETIMES TAKES 
DECISIONS WHICH ARE UNFORTUNATE AND UNWISE. IN A DEPARTURE 
FROM HIS PREPARED TEXT, HE NOTED THAT THIS WAS A PARTICULARLY 
RELEVANT MOMENT TO MAKE THIS OBSERVATION (A REFERENCE 
DOUBTLESS TO THE AEOPTION OF THE ANTI-ZIONISM RESOLUTION 
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THE PREVIOUS EVENING) AND CAUTIONED AGAINST TURNING 
ON THE ORGANIZATION OR DENYING IT COOPERATION. END 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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